
Welcome to the Seymour Community Museum 
 

Self-guided tour ς Please sign our guest book 
 

 In 1975 a number of Seymour citizens, dedicated to preserving and displaying the heritage of the area, 
formed the Seymour Community Historical Society.  As a Bicentennial project, the Society opened a museum 
in the old railroad depot.  Within a few years the museum collection outgrew the depot and the former Miller-
Piehl Company office building became the new home.  Built in 1893-94, the building was the headquarters for 
the lumber and coal company that dominated Depot Street during the first half of the 20th century.  This 
building has now been converted into an old-time country store reflecting the typical layout and goods sold in 
a store of the 1920s and 30s. 
 The present museum is a result of a four-year community fund drive.  Constructed with all donated 
funds ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦŜŘ ōȅ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜǇƻǎƛǘƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǊǘƛŦŀŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭǎ {ŜȅƳƻǳǊΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ 
the Civil War to the modern era. 
 

 Start Your Tour with Horatio Seymour and the Welcome Video 
 

      To the right of the welcome desk is an illustration of Horatio Seymour and a 
brief biography.  The former Governor of New York was a large land owner in the area 
and presidential candidate in 1868.  When the town was organized, it was logical to 
name it after him.   

Take a seat in one of the original chairs from the Seymour Auditorium.  
Generations of Seymour area residents sat in these chairs as they viewed traveling 
variety shows, musical performances, and theatrical productions.  Through the genius 
of Balance Studios, Horatio Seymour is brought to life to greet you and explain the 
ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ  ! ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛǘƻǊƛǳƳκǘƘŜŀǘǊŜ ƛǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
screen. 

Panoramic Pictures 

 

 To the left of the video notice the large panoramic views of Seymour looking west down Depot Street.  
The pictures were taken from approximately the same spot 100 years apart.  The 1909 picture shows a city of 
just over 1,000 people with the railroad as the main transportation artery.  At one time eight trains a day 
passed through the city. 

    One hundred years later, 
in 2009, with the assistance of 
the Seymour Fire Department 
and its aerial truck, the picture 
at left was taken from about 
the same spot as the 1909 
picture.  The railroad is gone, 
broad paved streets have 
replaced dirt roads, and the 
Miller-Piehl office building is 
now the Seymour Community 
Historical Society Country 
Store. Grain processing and 
storage have taken the place 
of lumber and coal as the 
dominant businesses. How 

many buildings can you locate that are present on both pictures?  A number of Main St. businesses can be 
identified.  Notice several houses are found on both pictures. 
 

   Seymour 2009 ς Depot St. 

The country store is 
located in the former 
Miller-Piehl office 
building. 

Hardware         
    Store Hardware Store 
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          Looking at the 1909 
picture, the Miller-Piehl 
Company, the site of the 
present museum, is a busy 
operation.  This picture was 
taken from the top of the 
Cargill Grain Elevator located 
next to the railroad tracks.  
Depot St. is a hub of activity 
with the railroad depot the 
focus.  The windmill and 
water tank were necessary to 
service the steam 
locomotives.  The large school 
to the right of the picture was 
built in 1903 at a cost of 

$25,000.00. The photographer actually took three pictures and pieced them together.  The picture at left 
shows the middle view.  Countryside Photography did the restoration work. 

Countryside Photography and Camera Exhibit 

 

Moving to your left you see the camera display.  Of particular 
interest is a number of tintype photos dating back to the late 1800s.  
The collection also shows the evolution of the camera, including the 
popular box camera of the 1920s and 30s, and early movie cameras.  
[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ YƻŘŀƪ ά.ǊƻǿƴƛŜέ ŎŀƳŜǊŀǎΣ 
with one dating back to 1904.  TƘŜ ά!ǳǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎέ camera allowed the 
user to write on the negative. 

Reading the descriptions, a person discovers that at one time 
pictures were taken on glass negative and often ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ άǘƛƴǘȅǇŜǎΦέ  
The top shelf displays the Polaroid Camera that was considered 
revolutionary during the 1950s.  The small picture of the museum 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ άtƻƭŀǊƻƛŘΦέ  

 

Personal Care Items 

 

 The next cabinet to your right features memories from the Seymour Centennial (1968), personal care 
items, and fashion accessories.  Times have changed from the days when fashionable women had mink draped 
around their necks and carried beaded purses. Notice the Lucite handbag that was popular during the 1950s.  
Today these are very collectible.   

            Boy and Girl Scouts 

 

 Scouting in Seymour dates back to 1937 when Mrs. Boyden started a Girl Scout chapter.  During the 
late 1940s a number of area citizens decided there was a need for a central gathering place for the scouts.  
The Scout House in Rock Ledge Park was completed in 1951 and has served several generations of Seymour 
scouts.  The numerous patches on display represent awards, chapters, events, and camps.  The chapter 
patches were often traded among the scouts.  The base of the exhibit shows scouting items such as a canteen, 
cooking utensils, and a Girl Scout Handbook from 1953. 

      Military Display   
As you browse the military display keep in mind that all of the uniforms were worn and donated by 

Seymour residents.  A number of early Seymour settlers fought for the Union in the Civil War.  Most notable 
ŀǊŜ tŜǘŜǊ ¢ǳōōǎΣ {ŜȅƳƻǳǊΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƻǎǘƳŀǎǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ 9rastus Buttles, who built a house at the present intersection 

   Seymour 1909 ς Depot St. 

Miller-Piehl 
   Office 

Hardware Store 
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of Highway 54 and French Road.  The museum is in possession of letters from several Civil War veterans.  On 
display here are excerpts of letters Mr. Tubbs wrote home to his sister from the 
siege of Vicksburg. 

The World War One uniform of Alvin Piehl shows that American 
ά5ƻǳƎƘōƻȅǎέ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ Ǝŀǎ Ƴŀǎƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ǉƻƛǎƻƴ 
gas by the Germans during fighting on the western front.  Also note the document 
indicating that Arthur H. Otto of Seymour was a survivor of the German torpedo 
attack on the troop ship Tuscania.    

The World War Two display features an article about Emil Gosse and his 
experiences during the Battle of the Bulge.  It also shows a letter to Dr. Raymond 
GroeƴŘŀƘƭΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ from a patient he treated when he was stationed in the South 
tŀŎƛŦƛŎΦ  /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ DǊƻŜƴŘŀƘƭΩs decorations and medals are on display.  Orville 

Marnochaôs picture and medals reflect his tour of duty in Italy and Greece during 

World War II. The uniforms conclude with the desert camouflage gear worn by 
Gary Schaumberg in the Persian Gulf War. 

Before you turn the corner, go back to the cabinets behind the reception 
desk to see more military items.  Of particular interest are two rifles used in WWI, 
ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƘŜƭƳŜǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ {ŜȅƳƻǳǊΩǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
Buchenwald, the infamous German concentration camp.  Also see everyday items 
used by the soldiers such as Zippo lighters, a canteen, and a portable typewriter to send letters home. 

For an additional tribute to those who served our country, visit the Veterans Memorial at the corner of 
Depot and Main Streets. 

City Government, Businesses, and School 
 

 

 ! ŦƛǊŜƳŀƴΩǎ ƘŜƭƳŜǘΣ ƘƻǎŜ ƴƻȊȊƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƎ ōƻƻƪ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ 
{ŜȅƳƻǳǊΩǎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŦƛǊŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ  Seymour Strife Company No. 1 started in 1911 when, after several 
devastating fires, the city fathers decided to purchase a horse-pulled engine with a hand pump. 
 Organized in the early 1900s, times have changed a great deal for the Seymour Police Department.  
Browsing through the city ordinances from the мфнлǎ ƻƴŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ help but notice that some similar concerns 
exist today.  On display you see a night stick, handcuffs, and a service revolver.  For years the police 
department was located in the city hall with the big bell tower.  When the bell rang at 9:00 PM all children 
were to be off the streets. 

 The business display shows gifts that were often given away by 
Seymour merchants.  It was customary in the mid-1900s to give out favors 
during the winter holiday season or to celebrate the New Year.  Some 
objects on exhibit were used by businesses years ago.  The cocktail glasses 
from the Hotel Falck are of special interest. 
      ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǇƭŀǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊ {ǘƻǊŜΣ CǊŀƴƪ CŀƭŎƪΩǎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 
aŜǊŎƘŀƴŘƛǎŜ {ǘƻǊŜΣ .ƻȅŘŜƴΩǎ {ǘƻǊŜ, and numerous others.  aŀŀǎΩ Market 
offered home delivery of 
groceries.  During the 1940s 
the city of Seymour had four 
grocery stores.  
 In the 1940s, 50s, 
and 60s, few people 

traveled to Appleton or Green Bay to purchase an automobile.  
Almost every model available could be obtained from one of 
the seven local dealers.  This display, sponsored by Gary and 
Mary Lou Melchert, shows some of the popular autos of the 
1950s.  The sales ads are from the Seymour Press of the same 
era. 
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 Years ago, one-room country schoolhouses were scattered throughout the area.  The model on display 
represents the typical school building with the adjacent outhouses.  Each student had a small slate board on 
which he or she did his or her work.  One teacher taught all eight grades.  Most rural students went to school 
only through the eighth grade since they were needed to do farm work.  

 Notice the old lunch buckets, examples of school work, and dance cards. 
 

Glass Tower with Banking Items 
 

 As you move past the Operation Desert Storm uniform and go around the 
corner you see a glass tower filled with objects that relate to the banking business.    

Of special interest are the National 
Bank Notes. From 1863 to 1935, 
these notes were issued by banks 
throughout the country and in U.S. 
territories.  National Bank Notes 
were similar in overall appearance 
to most of the Federal Reserve 
Notes that circulated from 1929 

through the 1990s, with one important exception; the "title" (name) of the issuing 
"national bank," as well as the names of the city and state where the bank was 
located were printed on the notes. Notice ά{ŜȅƳƻǳǊέ proudly displayed on the 
currency.   The notes also bore the signatures of that bank's president and cashier.  
These colorful notes are avidly studied and collected. Some are examples of rare 
banks, towns, states and combinations; therefore, they are quite valuable. 
 The display board presents an article about the 1936 Seymour State Bank 
robbery.  Many local people thought it was Dillinger and his men.  Another story 
from the Seymour Press explains how a bank official absconded with $40,000.00 in 
1907.  That is the equivalent of over $400,000.00 in value today! 
 

Seymour 1949 Aerial View 
 

 The large picture at the center of the 
cubical was taken in 1949 by a member of the 
Seymour Flying Club.  To the left you find articles 
from the Seymour Press dating from 1949.  Take 
note of the ad for the foot X-ray machine at 
YǊŀŦǘΩǎ ǎƘƻŜ ǎǘƻǊŜ ǘƻ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŦƛǘΦ  A 
quick review of the news items from 1949 
provides an idea of what life was like in the 
Seymour area during the mid-20th Century.  To the 
right is a brief ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ 5ƻƴΨǎ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ aŀǊƪŜǘ, the 
sponsor of this exhibit.  
 Touch the screen to see an electronic 
version of the picture with numerous locations 
featured.  Feel free to navigate the kiosk by 
touching items that are of interest to you.  The 
program includes over 100 Seymour area pictures, fifteen brief interviews with residents, and even a 1930s 
home movie of downtown.  Remember, the (+) enlarges the picture and the (X) reduces it.  To go back to the 
main screen touch the άIƻƳŜέ ƛŎƻƴΦ 

The volume controls are the third and fourth buttons from the top on the left side of the monitor.  Feel 

free to adjust the sound.  
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wŜŜǎŜΩǎ 5ŀƛǊȅ 
  

  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ wŜŜǎŜΩǎ 5ŀƛǊȅ .ŀǊΣ ōǳƛƭǘ ōȅ wƻƴ bŀŎƘǘǿŜȅ, 
brings us back to the 1950s and a time of chocolate malts, cherry colas, and 
rock and roll.  The pictures and items displayed are from the Reese family 
collection.  The daughters of Bill and Lea Reese designed the display, 
furnished it, and made the four-minute video in their memory.  The stools, 
floor and counter are reminiscent of a time ǿƘŜƴ wŜŜǎŜΩǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ 
destination in downtown Seymour.  The large clock in the shape of 
Wisconsin was a prominent fixture in the restaurant.  How many song titles 
do you recognize on the display board? 
 Wood burning was popular during 1950s and the covers to the 
menus were proudly designed and produced by the Reese children.  
Looking inside the menu one is reminded of the days of 25-cent 
hamburgers and frosty malts.  Press the button to view the video. 
 

Hamburger Charlie 
 

Moving toward the front of the museum, you see a touch-screen TV with 
short video clips from the Travel Channel, Food Channel, and History Channel.  To 
learn more about the history of the hamburger in Seymour, touch the 
appropriate icon.  The videos are 3 to 4 minutes long.   

The pictures above the monitor highlight Larry the Cable Guy and his visit 
to Seymour.  The front of the museum is dedicated to Seymour as the Home of 
the Hamburger.  Look around and you will notice a wide variety of hamburger 
related items and evidence verifying that Seymour is the original Home of the 
Hamburger. 

The dominate feature of the burger display is the life-sized statue of 
IŀƳōǳǊƎŜǊ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΦ  bƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ƭŀŎƪǎ ŎƻƭƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΦ  Cƻƭƭƻǿ 
ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ άtƛŎǘǳǊe Yourself as Hamburger Charlieέ and you will see your 
ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻƴ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩǎ ŦŀŎŜΦ   

The large picture on the wall shows Hamburger Charlie and his 
crew at the Seymour Fair in 1941.  The documents on display prove that 
{ŜȅƳƻǳǊ ƛǎ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ άIƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŀƳōǳǊƎŜǊΦέ  Evidence 
presented includes several newspaper articles, a poem by an employee of 
Charlie, an interview with a former worker, and several pictures.  Look 
ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ IŀƳōǳǊƎŜǊ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩǎ ƎǳƛǘŀǊΣ Ƙƛǎ ǎǇŀǘǳƭŀΣ ƭǳŎƪȅ 
horseshoe, and his butter pot.   

¸ŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ά.ǳǊƎŜǊ ¢ƛƳŜέ ƎŀƳŜ Řƻes work, but it will cost you a 
quarter to play one of the first popular video arcade games.  Before you 
leave the area, ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ άIŀƳōǳǊƎŜǊ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩǎ YƛŘǎ Placeέ at the front of 
the museum near the gift shop.   

 

IŀƳōǳǊƎŜǊ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩǎ Kids Place 

 

Kids of all ages are fascinated with the homemade 
spinning top game, talking hamburger, and manual 
typewriter.   Children are encouraged to spin the top, type 
their name, and pull the Fisher-Price toys.  Browse through 
ǘƘŜ άIŀƳōǳǊƎŜǊ {ǘƻǊȅōƻƻƪΣέ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘing!  The acrylic 
ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ άIŀƳōǳǊƎŜǊ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ {ŜȅƳƻǳǊ CŀƛǊ 
was painted by Seymour teenager, Brooke Schuh.  Her 
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